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II f OMB JVJtW BOOK.

h A Koahtfbrt'a Anlobloa-raphy- .

i It If an unusually entertaining book whloh?' iff ALHEtttH RocnuvoiiT has given u under tho
,i iff tttt of The Adventuru of Mu Lift, ln two
I &. volomet, arranged (or English readers, and
.f f translates! bjr Eiikest Vf. Sunn, (Edward
K V Arnold). It li well known that tho author'si life ha been (all of strange vicissitudes. Ho
Y f hlmsslf compares lilt career to that ota man on
i t a switchback railway, continually plunged
,i fi from the highest summits Into the darkest
I J depths. For example. It was but a (ow months
5 & after the dar when the populists threw down

g the Satnte Palaglo prison doors to liberate
7. Roobefort and carry him In triumph to take
II his seat In the National Defence Government
jt J that be was dragged to Versailles In chnlns and
fT' threatened with death. Ho rehearsed, ho tells
Mi l'! us, his execution In the narrow cell of the Ver-- I

tallies prison when It was declared to be Ira-- i
4 mlhent, as he had no desire to bo taken una-- a

W wares. As It tamed out, death at the hands offt a firing party was replaced. In his case, by a
j W slower, though, as It was believed, a no loss sure
S '$ mode of exeoutlon, namely, perpetual Incarcer-- y

atlon In a fortified place. He was transported
h K to tho most cannibalistic part of the antipodes,
2jjr but, when friends and enemies allko bellovcd
J Kf that ha had been molted by the tropleal heat, ha
'ijfi was suddenly dlsoocred taking a header Into
;"B the PaclHo Ocean, and turning up again In Eu-n- w

rope. Rochefort's life has been even more
jjtjf varied than agitated. As tho son of adramatlo

author, and himself the writer of sercral vaude- -
iw. rlllee, as Journalist, Doputy, and outlaw, ho

; 1 has mored In all classes of society. He has
; fijj traversed life In the midst of ups and downs,
y.Jiij. rubbing elbows with many celebrated men, and
E. playlts a role In many a catastrophe.

t

u
y fji It Is well known that M. Henri Roohefort,
J St llko that other French tribune of the people,

,' Mlrabeau, was of noble birth. He tells us In
J this book, however, that, although the title of

t& marquis belongs to hlra. the early years of his
Ufa wero spent In tho most middle-clas- s fash- -

' jf ton. He can recall his mother seated near the
a window of their apartment In the Rue Jean

' 'J Jaoques Roussean, mending his clothes or
; ff making bin sister's gowns. Although related
i 'ft to Tory great families, they were. In fact, quite
J ,8 poor. The Immense estates owned In the prov- -

f, if lnceof Derrt by his grandfather, the Marquis
'J h do Rochefort Lucay, fell a prey to the Black
5 . Band during the very earliest of tho revolution- -
f J ary manifestations. Although a spendthrift
1, ;F smdagambler, thlsgrandfnther, we are assured.
"SI was a most refined and Intelligent man. He

.'tf foresaw that a veritable social overthrow would
'.BE' result from tho local risings, rlotlngs. and dls- -

Wv turbances that wero signalled throughout the
Ifjb length and breadth of tho country In 1785. He
?fj' emigrated at about the same time as the King's

s brother, the Count da Proence, afterward
Ctf. Louis XVIII.. and In order to live at Coblenz ho
Ifjl was obliged to ratio money on lil Herri es--
ti tales at exorbitant rates of Interest. An- -

:it$ tlclpatlng. moreover, that the properties of
l';,jS the Emigres would be confiscated, he
fa aveutually sold his castles and forest be- -
VFs fore tho laws against too Emigres were pro- -
:Vf mulgated. In this way he sacrificed abouttwo
p million dollars n orth of real estate. The entire

i' village of Gargllesse. which was situated near
i George Sand's literary liomo of Nnliunt, onco

IjW belonged to Rochefort's family, and they en- -
V?--; joyed In the locality the rlghte of "haitft. basse
XffL tt mouenne Jiutiee." It appears that explosions
K $ of Independence and liberalism are to be found

a In the records of the family as having occurred
, t even In tho median al period. Guy de Roche- -
'; :i fort, the Cnancellor of France, who created the

K Grand Council (afterward the Conseil d'Etat),
to control tho financial and even the political

' vagaries of the powers that were, gave exprea- -

i J; slon to hitherto unlitird-o- f sentiments In the
:' addrecs with which he Inaugurated the sittings

r; '$, of this Commission. " Remember." he said,
:' "that Kings are made for the people, and not the
; J people for Kings." Tneautbor's great-uncl- too,
i ; Phillbert do Rochefort. early adopted the

j principles of the Revolution, although he was
'; ' marquis's son. And Lieutenant of the Marshals

j of France for the province of Issoudun, where,
& in his position of Judge on questions of honor,

' he exercised a moral magistracy over the nobll- -
I i, lty of tho neighborhood. While his brother was
$ waging war with Cond6's army at the beginning
i 'I of 1704. Phillbert de Rochefort obtained a cer- -

c . tlflcateof citizenship at the hands af the Coun- -
$ ell of the Issnndun Commune. Thli certificate,

.' i. which has been recently publlrhrd, ;eus forth.
I" that "Citizen Rochefort. noblo though he may

:; j be," bad shown himself In every circumstance
f to be a true republican and a zealous defender

;J of liberty and equality.
lty Fortunately, or unfortunately for the author
J of there volumes, the precaution which his
I grandfather had taken to sell his property did

$-- pot turn tohh prollt. The purchasers hod ar--
I ranged to pay for the estates in paper currency.
k S and. shortly after the transfer, the two million
I dollars Jn piper had shrunk to less than ten

'a thousand dollars In gold. When the Marquis
h de Rochefort Lucny returned quite penniless

f, t to France, the saliago of his former splendor
.f conslatrd of hs knight's cross of the Order of
'$. 6t. Louis and liH Lleutunnnt-Colonel'- s cnmmls- -

i 'i slon In r'nnilC's army. As the sale of his proiv.
i

.4 arty hod been regularly and legally effected, ho
' & bad no share In the distribution of tho famous
I "Emigrants' M,illlurd" which was exclusively
, employed tp Indemnify those wHo had suffered

jjif' from the confiscation laws. Tho Marquis's wife
bad not accompanied her husbind Into exile.

A'1 J but concealed hersrlf In Paris, where, toward
'fl the end of 1702. she was arrested. To her

J grandson It is still u mystery ho she raanaioMl
--J I toeica;io apuearlng before the Revolutionary
V t, Tribunal. It is suggested that she may have

'j owed hr escape to her son, a great pet of the
fi Jailers, who. by tho name of a

I prisoner In whom they took an Interest, wero
Hi able to save him from the scaffold. Rochefort's
' fuber. after be grew up. vegetated In Paris,
f until the fall of the Empire, when he left for
li f the Isle o' Iiourbon. IIo held there the

; rank of General Secretary, but. In reality,
i I bad the poaers of a Governor. On the over- -

f ; throw of the Iiourbon regime he fell back on
i tho writing of plays as a means of support. It
V was on Jan. 31, 1631, that Henri Rochefort was
3 ' born. As his mother already had three chll-- f

dree, all girls, he was sent Into the country to
nursed, and when he returned, at the age of

he had acquired tho peasant dialect.ibe he was six ears old. ho was taken to visit
father's sister, Mme, de .Saint Maur, whose

was the wldouer of the Duo de Rlvl- -

era's sister. It was this duke who, while Ambas.
.' ladoratConstantlnople. had the good fortune to
i , purchase tne Venus de Milo for a mere song. It

seems that Admiral Dumnnt d'Urvllle. who

i - first Haw the statue, observed that It then had
j J both arms. One hand held an apple; tne other'V7 f was on the border uT tho clilamr,'wljlch had
;;' evidently been uplifted to show Paris her foot.
it , , If the Duke had been less disinterested, and. In- -
7, atead of offering the statue to Louis XVIII.,

bad given It to his sister, the Venus de Mllo
might now 1mm been In Roohefort's family.

At the age nf is Henri
I,

Rochefort was sent to
boarding school In the College Halnt Louis.

: Recalling his school experience, ho says that be

i has bean Incarcerated In a great number of
Prisons, Including the Iron cage between the
decks nf the vessel which transported him to
New Caledonia, yet his heart was light on enter-
ing these various jails compared with what he
felt when be walked fur the first time through

' the passages of the Louts College, then
situated In the Ruo de In Harpe. The body
alone Is beld captive In prison, wheress French

,9, boarding school life Is n) stem of Imprisonment
fjj accompunlcd by a sunelllnnco which haunts
jB you from tho time you put your stockings on In
'il the morning until ou return to bed, tiucha
lie school. Rochefort tells us. Is a physical, Intel- -

, ( lectua), and mural hell,
t l' At the age of 18 Rochefort left the College

' Balnt Louis with a degree, and, as his parents
f could not afford to support htm, he became a

In the family of tho Comtcsoo de(tutor He was employed for two hours a day,
I and received for his services S7.B0 a month.

Presently he set to work to write plays, but re- -

I etlred not the least encovacrment to follow

' (

his literary bsnt. He wrote, soma article for a
paper started by Alexandre Damas the alder,
but hie preconceived anxiety on the score of
payment was completely Instilled, Twenty
dollars he earned by writing a norol entitled
"Mazarln's Nieces." which had been ordered
from Eugene de Mlrecourt. a literary man of
doubtful reputation. Rochefort prepared a
draft, which Mlrecourt In his turn submitted
to his publishers as his own work, Ily
and by he got $20 a month for search-
ing for documents ooncerntng the Philip-
pine Islands, for use In a series nf articles to be
written by Paul Merruau for the Rtvn At Dtux
itonitt. About the same time (IRSDbe hecamo
an auxiliary clerk In the Inventions Ofllco at
the Hotel de Villa. He was thus employed nt
tho time of Louis rionaparte's coup d'etat. He
tells us that when he was nt llrutsels, many
years afterward, Victor Hugo, tihoso speech In
tho Chamber of Peers In favor of tho abroga-
tion of tho law of exllo had contributed to the
return nf King Jcromo to Paris, related that
Prince Kapoleon had burst Into his houso
on the morning of Dec. S. 181, In a tower-
ing rage- - against his cousin. Prince Napo-

leon had boen very tntlmnte with Victor Uugo
and his friends. He accordingly gave free rolgn
to h Is Indignation, and declared that tho miser,
able Louis was a disgrace to the family. "If-even-

he added, "he belonged to tho family,
the dirty bastard. lint wo all know he doesn't.
The King of Holland took measures to disavow
the paternity. I hope he will get himself shot.
It would be a good riddance for everybody, nnd,
above All, for hls'fAmily." Victor Hugo never
eaw the Prince agAtn. Several days after thl,
outburst, the Napoleon entered the
Elysce. and his Republican Indignation was ap-

peased at the cost to France of 2.000,000 francs
a year until 1870.

It Is. perhaps, not surprising to find that M.
Rochefort has something unpleasant to sny
about Marie Antoinette ' and tho Empress
Eugenie. His grandmother, who witnessed the
former's execution, used to say that there was
only a small crowd around the scnffold, and
that the Queen, frightfully overcome, looked as
If she was bent doable. She was almost lifted
on to the plank, where she fell wlthont a move-

ment. Rocbofort declares It to be Indlsputnhlo
that the sufferings of the Queen during tho last
few months of her llfo were disproportionate to
the crimes attributed to her. He says: "Marin
Theresa's daughter, vitiated by the abomln-abl- e

example of her mother, the most shnmo-les- s

woman of the times, came to Paris
filled with Ideas of pleasure." Ho goes on to
Assert that tha diamond necklace affair,
concerning which the court and the King him-

self knew all the secrets, was simply tho result
of Marie Antoinette's precocity In her passion
for Dleaturo of every sort. "My grandfather,
and afterward my father, were very Intimate
with the Marquis d'AuttchamD. a gentleman of
unbounded bravery and of absolute devotion to
tho royalist cause. At the court of Louis XVI.
he wus called ' the handsoroo D'Auticbaiup,'
Although he was no longer a young man when
Marie Antoinette arrlvod In Franco, sho soon
noticed htm and he became one of her first
favorites. In spite of her lot e of chunge. ho re-

mained the Adviser to whom sho Invari
ably addressed herself when she was In
one of the numerous scrapes Into which
she slid so easily. It was of D'Autl-cham- p

that she sought advice when the
frightful necklace scandal burst, snd showed
the Queen of France In tho character of the
kept woman of a cardinal." What Rochefort
proceeds to relate Is scarcely credible, but he
avers It to bo absolutely true. "Dazzled by
the hare-brain- prodigality, tho superb pres-
ence, and tho high gentlemanly breeding of
young Rohan, who had visited Vienna sev-

eral times before being appointed Ambassa-
dor there In 1773. Marie Antoinette, neglect-
ed by her Imperial mother, whoso cuDldtty
went so far as to permit her daughter to
want for everything, allowed herself to be
betrayed by the audacious prince, who pre-

tended that he could not lire under two millions
a year and that no woman could resist
him. So I repeat on the authority of the
Marquis d'Autlchamp that Louis XVI. simply
had assuming he took It what was left by sie
man who, later on, was to become Grand Al-

moner of his court. It I, therefore, not sur-
prising, when the husband refused to give
1,000.000 francs for the necklace she had set
her heart upon, that the wife should have ap-

pealed to the other man." M. Rochefort pro-

fesses to be able to add of his own knowledge
that the Princess Rohan de Rochefort, fiancee
of the Duo d' Enghlen. possessed a vcrv sugges-

tive correspondence, which bad passed between
her uncle. Cardinal Rohan, and tho Queen.
After the death, however, of tho man who. sub-
sequently to the necklace Incident, was only
known by the nickname of Kohan-Collie-

nnd. after the arrest of the Due d'Enghlen
nt her residence, the Princess threw the
packet of letters Into the Sre, lest they should
fall Into the hands of tho authorities. It Is ell
known that at tho time of the necklace scandal
public opinion demanded a victim. Mmc.de la
Motteand an obscuro confederate were sacri-
ficed. Rochefort insists that the Innocence of
the convicted woman, to whom on ocqulttal had
been promised In return for her silence, was so
nutorlous thnt the Emigres always regarded her
as a political victim. Her husband, tho Count
de la Motte. In spite of having been sentenced
by default to bard labor for life for alleged com-
plicity In the affair, continued to be received In
tho best society, constituted by tho court of
the exiled princes In London. Louis XVIII.
compensated him for tho Injustice he had suf-
fered by giving him a pension of S'.'O.OOO.

Rochefort points out that this would have
been a shocking favor had It been conferred
upon a man who, after rnbblnir the sister-in-la-

of the reigning monarch, had dono all In his
power to dishonor her. The author's conclud-in- g

obiennllon on this subject Is that Marie
Antoinette's ferocious egotism, and tho heart-lessne- ra

with which the abandoned her best
friends, ended In alienating everybody, Eien
those whom she had successively received Into
the most Intimate friendship recoiled from her.
It was with terror that they watched her push
the King and the kingdom to the brink of the
precipice. Thus It happened 'that when the
knell sounded, the Queen only found Count Ter-re-

the latest of heriaroritcs, to protect her.
He was the man who contributed to prepare the
flight to Varennes.

III.
With rogard to tho Empress Eugenie, who Is

here spoken of as Mme. Dnnaparte. wo are told
that Rochefort used to see her whllo she was
still Mile, de Montljo, riding In the Iiols do
Roulogne. "In the course of my morning
wnlks." ho writes, " I nearly always saw nn
Amazon with suave expression nnd drooping
eyelashes, whom I noticed rather attentively for
two reasons. The first was that the resembled
oue of myconstns; the second was because she

ly accompanied by a gentleman on
horseback, whom I had seen at Important pic-

ture sales, and whom I afterward discovered
was one of Ranker Aguado's sons. Stories of
the enrly meetings between the Etrperor
and his fiancee, and her published s,

enabled me to Identify the Amazon
with the drooping eyelashes, which, I sup-
pose, she knew how to raise at the right mo-
ment." At this porlod. It seems, the color of
her hair bordered upon auburn. It was not
copper-colore- and still less carroty, but had
the verltnblo Venetian and Titlanesque lint.
Two years later her hair gradually became
lighter, thanks to a vallMUn il'nr powdering.
This extinguished tho brilliancy of her locks.
The fashion wus soon adopted bj tho corodettes
of the Second Empire. Tho explosion of In-

credulity with which the rumors of this mar-
riage were received, and the general stupnfau-tlo- n

exhibited when the news hecumu ofllclal,
are well known. The family cnlled Impcrlul, by
which s meant the Princess Mathlldo among
others, was especially exasperated. The wlotc-ede- st

stories and the bitterest quatrains
emanated from the Empoior's relatives. M.
Rochefort points out that Napoleon III,, who vt as
never very Parisian, aggravated the opposition
by the sort of challenge he Inserted In his
"manifesto." He had tho want of tact to say
In his matrimonial announcement that he was
marr) Ing a woman he loved and "respected,"
As If a man ever bad tbo cjnlclim to avow
that he married a woman he did not respect.
It was a clear way of saying to his people.

I

"Perhaps yon don't respect her. butltlsdlf-eren- t
with me."

Pletrl. who was attached to the Empress's
secretarial staff after her marriage, told Itoohe-fnr- t,

on the eve of the Orstnl trial, that the
Empress had Implored the Emperor to sign
the assassin's pnrdnn In advene In ease he
was condemned to death. "How." asked
Rochefort, "can you explain this Interest In Or-fl- nl

? He tried to murder her, and Just missed
his mark." Tho answer wast "Nobody at tho
Tullerles can make It out. Tho Empress had
an attack of hysteria when the Emperor re-

fused to listen to her plcadlnc She even went
so far as to reproach the Emperor with hard-
ness of heart townrd a man who, after all, had
only fulfilled a patriotic mission." It Is sug-

gested thnt she may havo been prompted by
fenr lost the vctigcanco of Italian republicans
should bo drawn down upon her husband's nnd
her son's head, or that, with her Spaniard's su-

perstition, sho may hate been afrnld that the
blood of this man might recoil upon herself
nnd her child. There Is no doubt, we are
assured, about her ropcatcd efforts to
rave Orslnt from tho scaffold. Sho reached
a point at which the Emperor would
hnvo given way to her entreaties If his
ministers had not resisted. They drew up a
list nf persons killed and Injured by tho bombs,
and unanimously threatened to resign If thoex-rcutl-

were not carried out. But for this Inci-

dent Orslnl would havo saved his neck. On tho
day of his execution tho Empress remained
locked In her boudoir nnd would receive no vis-

itors. For n long time after the cntastrophe
she Imagined hcrselt to be surrounded by mur-

derers. On tho discovory of another Plot she
Immediately sent for her chief secretary. He
found her In a etnto of feverish agitation, frlio

was still In her dressing gown, which every now
And then slipped dovvttnnd exposed lier shoul-

ders. "I beg your Mnjestj's pardon," he said
respectfully. " Rut I would be permitted to
mention that under tho secretary is a man."
"A man under tho secrctaryl" screamed the
Empress, as she left thedesk nnd rushed around
the room. "Oh heavens! Help! Help!"

IV.
In tho samo chapter Rochefort advorts to the

thoughtlessness or cvnlclsm which led Louis
Nnnoleon, who should hau Known of tho esca-pnd-

of his grandmother, to Indtitge In tho sin-
gular prophecy anent the futuro of his wife,
"She villi hnvo tho tlrtucs of Josephine." Tho
escapades of Josephine before, during, and after
her marriage with Napoleon hatu scandnllzed
public opinion In France to such nn extent that
Iter grandson tonld not have been lgnnrnnt of
her rcDUtntl'in. M. Rncbefort tells us that he
has the proof of such kn ink-dec- , for when,
ns a member of tho Government nf tho
National Defence, ho went to ihuTuller'es nn
Sept. o. 1870, to make a list nf the Emperor's
papers, he found a note from Josephine

to Hnrrns's secretary In terms similar to
the following: "Tell llarras thnt I cannot sud
with him this evening. Honnparte returns to-

night." Napoleon III. himself had cnrefully put
this mlsslvo away In a green box, which ho kept
in h pigeon hole of his desk. He hail endorsed
It with the words "il conscrrcr," In his own
handwriting.

A curious plot ngalnsttho Emperor, of much
later date than Orslnl's. Is recounted by Roche-
fort. It will be remembered that, in spite nf
the endeavors of do Morny'aband tomako Paris
a city of pleasure, Itbccnmo gradually morcand
more a centre of discontent, of protest, and et en
of conspiracy. What Is less generally known Is
that a sort of republican police was organized
by the aide of tho Imperial police. Its members
watched the Emperor clnsulv, knew tho hours;
he left tho Paris, the objects of his afternoon
walks, nnd often of his nocturnal escapades. A
regular woman-hunte- r, of adventurous tempera-
ment, and, beyond a doubt, courageous, he
sometimes went, after midnight, to the resi-
dence of the Countess do Castlglloue,
tha beautiful Italian whose portrait
was exhibited In tho Salon of 1850.
These nocturnal excursions without escort sug-
gested to a group nf young men the Idea of kid-
napping tho Emperor. One or them afterward
explained all the details of the scheme to
Rochefort and cave him proof of tho exist-
ence of tho plot. The affair would have been
all the more sensational because. If It
bad succeeded, the hero of tho December
coup it' ftat would have suddenly and ut-

terly disappeared and nobody woula ever have
Imagined what had become of him. The pln,
nlthough nt first siirht fantastic nnd even clown-
ish, was remarkabl well combined. Tho

purchased an old wagon ut-e- for the
emptying of cesspools, wltn all the gear neces-
sary for tho wort. Dlsgul-o- d ns sewer
scavengers they waited a few ynrd.--. from
the house, near tho Champs Dlyfctes,
occupied by Mme. do fur
tha Imperial lover either to enter or to leave the
place. As he got out of his carriage or re-

mounted he was to have been seized, hurled In-

to tho rtceptaclo opened to recelvo hlui, und
trotted off to be shut as refuse Into tho sovvae
repository at I.a Vlllette. From this tragic-bur-lesq-

end. which would have recalled that of
Hellogabalus, killed by the prclnrlans in the
latrines of his palace, Nnpnleun III. was tnttd
by one of those chances which nobody could
prot lde against. The Emperor, who carried his
love of women to erotomania, suddenly took a
dlsliko tn his Italian, and replaced her at twin-ty-fo-

hours' notice by the wife of one of his
Illegitimate cousins. Still, on three consecutive
nights, the professional wagon stood for
two hours at n stretch almost at tho Coun-
tess's door, without tho police suspecting any-
thing beyond the preparations for ono of tho-- o

sanitary oDcrotlons which will bo Indispensable
until tho " svstem has been
established In France ns It has long existed In
England, The noise, or ono might sny the
odur, of this plot spread vaguely In I'nrls. It was
cvon said that the Italian Countrs was in tho
secret, and that, in the ardor of her patriotism,
sho had lent her eyes as the bolt of the Bnnre laid
for tho enemy who held the capital of Italy
with a French garrison. M. Rochefort de-

nounces as entirely erroneous this supposition,
which would have made Mme. do Castlgllona
a Judith, repaying her dishonor by the death of
Holnfernes. The author's characteristic com-
ment Is that Napoleon was for her an oppressor
of whom she demanded nothing better than
to be oppreeeed.

V.
After writing for some time for the Figaro.

Rochefort started the Lantrrnr, which, how-ovo- r,

was presently seized, and the editor hnd to
go Into exile, This was In 1HUS. While In
Ilrnssels he saw n good deal of Victor Hugo.
Tha latter was at this time 70 years old, but. In
spite of his loug life of struggle and uninter-
rupted labor, he showed no sign of n;o or weari-
ness. Ills board had become a little grayer, but
his complexion was fresh, and his beautiful
forehead, beneath which glances of remarkable
penetration darted out like Arrows, still retained
a marble-llk- o polish. Many people picture, a
grentpoetas alwns walking In tho aureole of
his glory. M. Rochefort tells us that no more er-

roneous Idea could be formed of Victor Hugo. Ha
was very fond, It seems, of provoking nnd main-
taining discussions, and atcepted with thor-
ough good faith tbo force of any arguments
advanced. In the philosophical and literary
debates whloh arose almost dally In the house-
hold, ho treated M, Rochefort and his sons as
upou an equal footing with himself, and never
assumed tho autocracy that his genius gave
him, A little Incident accounts for the sym-
pathy whloh the poet showed for tho newcomer
from tha first moment of thulr acquaintance-shi- p.

One day M. Rochefort uuulo a wager
with his son Charles that ho would repeat
tho Curavane, one of tho finest pastnges
of tlm I'lmtltiients, from beginning to end,
without missing a syllable. Tim volumo
was hld open rthlln he recited tho four
hundred linos without a slip. He contluucd
by reciting four othr long poems of the mas-
ter, and Victor Hugo was so astonished at this
feat of memory applied to his own work that
tears flooded his ej es. After that It Is easy to
understand why ho regarded M. Roohofort al-

most ns one of the family. The existence led by
the preat writer at this period is described; It
would be hard to Imagine one more rigorously
regular. Every evening, no matter how inter-
esting th,u conversation might be, or how great
the number of visitors, ho went to bed a the

I '

clock struck 10, to rise the next morning at 0
o'clock. This slavery to duly was carried to the
point of ascettotsm. He only quitted hlj bed-
chamber In the early morning to take a cold
donche. From 0 o'clock until 11 o'clook In the
morning Victor Hugo's time was entirely de-

voted to his work. At the d hour
hit working day ended. Then he had a heavy
luncheon and made It a matter of amour propre
to show off his appetite. Nobody wus allowed
to goto his garret and Interrupt him upon any
excuse dnrlng working hours. Notwithstanding
this, he Invited M. Rochefort several times
to go nnd see him at work. One day when he
heard him on the stairs he asked him to coma
In. Tho visitor opened tho door of a tiny room
and stepped Inside with all sorts of precautions
for fear of treading upon the wet sheets of
manuscript, which were lying about on the
mnntelpleoo, the bed nnd the floor. A proof of
the rapidity with which Victor Hugo worked
was that the Ink on the niedlum-olre- d bluish
paper he used was senrcely dry beforo a second
sheet was well high completed. Ho invariably
wroto with goose-qul-ll pen', which spluttered
occasionally and left blots en route. His manu-
script was so spaced that oach page contained
ten lines at tho outside. M, Rochefnrt asked
him ono morning how much he hnd earned
whon ho threw one of his pages of copy aside.
"About a hundred francs a page," he answered.

Victor i Hugo has been arcusod of avarice.
The truth, according to Rochofort, Is that every
day while ho lived In Brussels he hnd five or
six guests nt his table, without counting his
own children, and Rochefort, who was living In
his family. "Tho most casual acquaintance
thnt camo from Paris to shako hands with mo
was Invited to dinner, and I was often ashamed
at Introducing strangers to whom heshowod
himself ns hospitable nnd thoughtful ns If ho
hud known them Mr years," Attlio jaine time
the nuthorof these volumes protests thnt his
admiration for the great poet never led him to
shut his eyes to his fallings. They wero tint
very serious. Indeed, and consisted almost
oicluslvcly of prooccupatlons concerning tho
fulso judgments of publlo opinion and of
old literary prejudices which sometimes caused
him to bo unjust. When he was not

tost br personal animosity, tho Impar-
tiality, clearness, und exnetness of his apprecia-
tion were most striking. We are told that all
his admiration was centred upon Ln Fontaine,
whose style Impressed him to such a degree thnt
he appeared to bo Jealous of him. He wnsalvvavs
haunted, too. by Augusta Ilarbler's "Iambcs."
"Thoreare."he said, "some remarkable lines
tn his work which probablv tin could not write
Again, and which certainly nobody else
could wrlto. Some nf them might havo
been penned on the barricades." Ills food
fnltli prompted him to he more outspoken than
hu would have been, hnd the pride ex-

isted which has been su often Imputed to him
bythosxvvho know nothing of the man. Not
only did he unhesitatingly and unroservedly
bow down before any worg which ho pro-
claimed great nnd besuliful. but ho loved tndo
so. On the other hnnd, he would never go bat k
upon his disapproval; for Instance. Rochefort
endeavored to get him to read Stendhal's
' ItoUL--e et Nolr." " I tried to read that thlnir "
SAld Vlctrr Hugo: "how could you get further
than the fourth pnge? You understand dialect,
then?" "I know It Is not well written." replied
Rochefort. " Stilt. In his language und actions,
thnpersonnlitv of Jullcn Sorrl Is none the less
the type which represents the passions, audaci-
ties, ambitions as well as tha Incohe-
rences and violences of human activity. Every
young man at a given moment lias been moro or
less a Jullcn Sorel. Unless you admit that, how
can you ei plain the success of a booK which has
alieady engrossed two generations?" "Iiut,"
rejoined Victor Hugo, obstinate!). I'm not en-

grossed In French grammatical errors. Every
tlma 1 try to decipher a phrase In your farorlte
liook. It Is as though I were having a tooth
drown. The only works which have a chance of
traversing centuries are those that are properly
written. Doyou thing If Voltaire's 'Candida'
were tn tho same style as ' Rouge et Nolr' we
should still read It? Montesquieu lives because
ho la well written. M. Stendhal can novcrlive be-

cause he did nut conceive for an Instant what
writing was. Nobody lias more admiration than
I havo for the almost miraculous Insight of
Ilalzac. His is a brain of the first order. Hut
It Is only a brain: It Is not a pen. Style Is the
art of expressing every sensation by the aid of
words. Road Hal in c again. You will very soon
notice that ho U Ignorant of his language, nnd
almost Invariably falls to convey the excellent
things he wants to say. For this reason his
hour to sink into oblivion will come much
sooner than Is thought."

VI.
A chapter Is devoted by Rochefort to the mur-

der of Victor Nolr. a crlmo which hail much to
do with the final overthrow of the Second
Empire. It was Rochefort himself whom
Prince Pierre Ilonnparto insulted and Intended
tn assassinate. Rut it so happened that, before
Rochefort's seconds had arrived. Paschal
(iroosoel's, of whom Victor Nolr was one. were
admitted to tho apartment of the l'rlnce, who
straightway fired on Victor Nolr at cloe quar-
ters. We are told that, on hearing of the assas-
sination, the Empress let fall a word which
depicted the state of mind prevailing
at tho Tullerles. "Ah. what a good
cousin!" she cried. referring to the
murderer. She did not worry about the mur-
dered man. It will bo remembered that l'rlnce
Pierre maintained that he idiot In
Victor Nolr having slapped his face. Asa mat-
ter of fact, his companion. I'lrlo de Font telle,
on whom the Prince subsequently turned his
weapon, assured ltoclioforl that not only did
his friend not slap Pierre Iinnapnrtu's face,
but, on the cuntrary, hold his hat In his gloved
hand during the whole of the Interview, was
culm throughout, nnd did not male the slightest
gesture which could conceivably be regarded ns
indicating nn aggressive Intent- -

Rochefort saw nothing of the beginning of
the Paris Commune, for II was during his Ill-

ness and convalescence that the revolution of
March 18, 1871. brolco out. Its Incidents wero
related to him Inter In the prison where he was
confined In company with those who had taken
part In It. From the multitude of stories told
him the thing which remained tho most firmly
fixed In his mind was that the necessity of u
"bleeding" hail been decided upon byThltrs
and Ernest Plcard, who exchanged ilespntcheB
on the subject, which were discovered by Olivier
Pain during the Commune. This correspond-
ence was put on one side by htm, and would
have thrown a light upon the secrets and
the origin of the movement thatonded ln the
proclamation of the Commune I nfortunntely,
after his arrest his wife, who knew that the
discovery of any papers of a suspicious nature
was enough to get her hasb.tnd shot, threw
these documents Into the fire, and the Com-
munists were, therefore, no longer'ln a position
to reveal to tho world tho Ministerial plot
which had for Its object the capture of thu can-
nons which the National Guard had In battery
on tho heights of Montmartre. When
Rochefort was able to enter Purls, the Com-
mune had been organized for some time. He
found, bo says, that the people walked tho
Boulevard In perfect security, without regula-
tions and without police. "What contributed
to discredit Tbler," says Rochefort. "was his
undeniable, though unavowed association vv Ith
the Prussians for the repression of tho social-

istic movement which had caused Paris to fall
Into the hands of the revolutionists. If the
French army, after two months of siege, hud
not succeeded In penetrating into the capital,
there is no doubt that the Versailles Assembly
would hate Pegprd Illsmarck to send a large
Prussian army Into the city. The latter would
probably have been less ferocious than the
other," Tha author of these volumes thinks
that, but for the strategical Ignoranco of
Flourcns, and, above all, the blunder of
Lulller, the ofllcer, who. Intrust-
ed with the occupation of tho Mont Valerlen,
hud contented himself with tho promise given
by the ofllcer In command there to evaounte,
the Versailles Assembly would have been sur-
rounded and obliged to treat with those whom
It called "Coinmuneux." According to Roche-
fort, the troth Is that France was then waver-
ing between a consecration of Its republican In-

stitutions and tbp restoration of tha throne.
Right and patriotism ware so manlfostly
oa the tide of the Communards that

Toulouse, Lyons, and Marseilles, anxious at
the strides made by the reaction, revolted. In
tholr turn, against Versailles) and If Thiers, In
alarm, had n'ht publicly engaged to mnlntuln
the republic, all tho largo towns would have fall-t- n

away from him ono after the other." Finding
himself In Paris, Rochefort declared himself In
favor of the Commune, but did not proolnlm
himself a partisan of everything It might do.
By and by ho found plenty of ground for criti-
cism, nnd eventually he was chased from Paris
by the Commune.

VII.
It will be remembered that M. Rochefort

escaped from New Caledonia, and ultimately
reached San Francisco. Somo of his Impros-slon- s

of the United States are amusing. For
Instance, his exporlenco ln a sleeping car aston-
ished him. The system of beds let Into tho par-
titions of compartments was, nt thnt time, un-
known In Europo. Our author obsorves that
"tho American girls In our sleeping car, al-
though probably quite ns good guardians
of tholr honor as tho French, were more freo
nnd easy, nnd better 'chums.' I hnd for my

her fair locks utmost touching my
crinkly hair, a young lmly of twenty, who was
travelling ulono from San Francisco to Now
York, where sho was to be married. The perfect
security In which she lived among such n crowd
of men had n rcnlly rtsmctablo and touching
character. Sho made nn fuss about sleeping in
tho name wngon, nnd .is soon ns our bonds were
on our respective pillows wo used to tell sto-
ries through the partition. She spoko French
fairly distinctly. Her beautv." adds RocheforJ.,
"was. perhaps, of tho ncqtilrod-tast- o category,
8he hnd somewhat thick, though tempting, lips:
still, sho spread a res stlcsu charm around her.
Tho other ladles w hoso such ty luck had decreed
that we should enjoy for eight days wero quite
as Interesting, and had nono of the simpering
and coquetry which is usually affected by Euro-poa- n

ladles. They are much moro cncycloptedlo
than In our countries: they discuss politics
without pedantry, and nro thoroughly well In-
formed on contnmtinrnrr events."

Elsewhere In the snmo chapter the author
remarks: "The American unman Is Generally
respectable: but when she census tn he, her edu-
cation, her Intellectual superiority, und her
n.t.ural daring mnl.o her the most seductive,
that Is to say, tho most dangerous, of adven-
turesses. In the great cities ufAlnei lea there Is
nut a low class fuurciise who is not well up ln
tho llleratuio nnd politics of her country.
Miss Ada Menken, vvlm plated the mute
rOlo of huuAic In tho drum 'Fugi-
tives,' at the Gulete, vv is also iv lecturor
nnd nn nulhnress. Itinur latitudes tho educa-
tion of uu uctrcss of that description wiuld

nboal sufficient to enubie her to decipher
the love letters that flutter down from the third
gallery, and ten tlmo nut of twelve sho would
only bo cnnahlo of rcplj Ing to them by a nod nf
the head. Tho ecnndal provoked bj thu corre-
spondence exchnnged between the nopliew of
the Crar nnd Mls 111 ickfotd showed tint. If she
had no scruple-- , this adventuress was not lack-
ing in education or vv it,"

M, Rochefort wai by no means friendly to
GnuibetlH. This Is evident from the tone of the
otinpter entitled "Unmhettu's End: a Woman's
Vengeance." The author begins by giving us
some astounding details concerning (lambet'a's
habits, which were communicated by the wife
of a former Deputy who was virv intimate
with tho Dictntnr. It seems that (amhetta
spentuweck ut their country place, and tl at,
after His departure, not only had thu floor to be
scrubbed, but the curtn'ins nnd walls to be
washed. He lnunduted the bedroom with Ills ex-

pectorations, and the girl who took his cofTen up
tn him in the morning almost turned stck nt
the condition of the room. It will he remem-
bered that tho official at count of the incident
which rnused his death ran as follows: "M.
(iatnbetta, while handling n revolver this morn-
ing, was slightly wounded ln the hand. The
bullet meroly passed thiouyh the flc-l- i, and the
Injury Is not serious." 'I he truth was that
(iiiinheUa had beeu wounded not by one but by
two bullets, and one of tho Injuries nt least was
mortal. Moreover, so far from Injuring himself,
he hnd been assassinated, llnchefort says that
thu wife of ono of Gambctta's Intimate friends
t'dd hlnrall about the tiruma. Its causes, and
tho most Insignificant dcta.Is concerning It.
Arming other ((cibims, Ganibetla had one which
dnted from tils loulh, to which tho woman
couceriteu clung the mora tenaciously in pro-
portion to the importance of the situation she
holed to nttaln. Of low orlciu, but nmbll!ous
ana turbulent, she succeedrd ln becoming the
ccntro of all the plots and mann'uvres of the
Gamticttlst entouruwe. When this womnn
learned that (1 imbetta was In the habit of
meeting a certain Countess In a little place
at Jardles sho lost her head completely,
hastened to the, spot and arrived nt tho
psvcholozUnl Moment. As she hnd all the
keys of the villa, und knew every nook and
corner of It, she Mirpil-t- d the lovers nnd fired
on the w email; not on tumbettu, who gener-
ously threw himself hutnicn tho rivals and
received two bullets, one tenrlng the muscles of
the arm and the other perforating the breast
buiic. Tho arrest of the murderess would have
compromised cverjbml). Including tho mur-
dered mun und ulmost nil tho Opportunist
chiefs. So they put their heads together to con-

coct a fuMo to shield thu guilty woman and
prnvldo her a llttlo utiniilt) which would per-

mit her to leave PurK Ai cording to Roche-

fort the ullovvance U still paid to hor.

VIII.
Rochefort was ono af lloul.vnzer's friends, and.

If the) had not fled from Trance, both would
linvo suflered tho penally tn which they were
(omk'inucd, namely, perpetual transportation.
Ituchefort sa" that tho question of tho sub-
sidies that enabled the Iloulaiiglst National
Committee to carry on its costly propaganda
tluouglioul Franco vvns never mentioned in his
presence. IIo declares that ho nnd his personal
friends never drew a penn) from the party funds.
lie does not feel called upon to pronounce an
opinion between Hnulanger's Inllmnte friends'
stntcinent on tho subjtctnml tho story that
tho money camo from the Duchesso d'L7es,
nnd oven from tho Orleans family. It Is

evldont enough thnt one si le or the
other was deceived, or was deceiving the
public. It Is manifest, nl-- Hint Uochefort be-

lieves that tin Itunctioiiists would have found
themselves mistaken in lluulnuger. He writes:
"As to the promises the tieni ral was alleged to
hnte mndo tn tho Orleunlsts, the Legitimists,
and the lionapnrtlsts, thou' parties would have
been Incredibly- - stupid to havo taken them se-

riously In the faco of Iloulau.'cr's declaration
repentt d at tho various bnuquetb In Tours,
Nov era, l.a Itorhulle, and . miens, vv hero
ho nut or mleicd nn opportunity of affirm-
ing his republican faith." Our author
further asserts that nil tho criticisms
passed uponIloulnngor, even the most favor-
able, nio completely erroneous: "Ho

made me his I'oufldnnt, and opened his heart
to mo the moro sincerely because ha knew thnt
1 wus Incnpablu of betrajlng him. or making
use of him to servo inynvrn ends. Politics were
for him an Indispensable, though a secondary,
incident. Tho role object which he obstinately
pursued was the ate nging of our disasters and
the recovery of the lost provinces. He only
looked forward to tho moment when, having
completely reorganized thu army, he should
find an opportunity of placing himself at its
bond to mnrch against the enemy." Recur-

ring to the subject elsewhere, Rochefort
reasserts: "It was with tho most generous
sentiments and to obtain tho most noble re-

sults, quite without nny personal Interest, that
he (Uoulanger) aspired to the Presidency of the
Republic; a position that every Trench citizen
has a right to aim nt, and which, during thelust
twenty-fiv-e years, has rnraetlmos fullen Into the
hands of Individuals but llttlo qualified to

We add tint Uochefort hnsnodouht
that lloulunger could havo effected a roup
d'etat on tho evening of theday when he win
elected Deputy for I'nrls hyahugo majority,
"Nothing would hav o been easier to accomplish.
Coulldeutas vvovveio of thu rosult of the elec-
tion, tho only tiling remaining to bo dono was to
call upon forty thousand of our friends to meet
at nn agreed srot at midnight, when (icn. Ilou-lang-

would put himself at their head,
morally supported by the 244,000 votes
which had Just demonstrated his popularity.
Oa the morrow the Constituent Assembly would

hare bead summoned at Versailles for the revi-
sion of the Constitution, and there Is no doubt
thnt, under the pressure nf events, the Senrfte
would have been swept away." It appears that
several members nf tho Iloiilunglst National
Committee urged their chief to profit by tho
precious opportunity. Ho nvnlntcly rofnsed'
to move, acting upon the assumption thnt It was
possible to obtain power In Franco by legal
methods. As M. lint hefnrt points out, ho need
only to have glanced at the history of tho coun-
try to satisfy himself of tho contrary.

IX,
M. Rochofort has II red as an exllo n good deal

In London, and a somowhnt' unexpected com-
ment nf his on the British metropolis deserves
reproduction. "Tho report ruin," ho rays,
"that the cost of living Is excesslvo In London.
I do not hesltato totleclnro that it It two or three
times less expensive than In Paris. What Is
moro highly paid for them thnt) hum Is luxuries;
tho actual necessities of Ufa cost less In London
than ln Paris. After tho hnnlshmonts of 1H71,
the refugees would have literally died of
hunger nnywhero but In England. Some of
them lived there on ton nnd even eight dol-

lars a month." This fnrt. which Is certainly
surpr'slng. Is thus explained by M. llachfort:
"Thu resources which tho great city offors to
tho poorest nro due principally to the custom,
adoptod by butchers nnd fishmongers in London
of disposing nt nightfall of tho stock of provi-
sions lalu In for tho day. They have too much
respect for their customeis to supply them with
stale meat or fish. Consequently, betwoen
half past U and R o'clock In tho evening,
tho pieces that havo been left on hand
are sold for a few pence. I used to bo
astonished, at dusk, to seo files of women nnd
children line up bofore inch butcher stall. They
were neither beggars nor paupers, but cconoml-cu- l

people who camo to tay ln their store nt the
hour when a cul of salmon or a piece nf beef
had fallen from tho couple of shillings they
were quoted at In tho morning to a few far-
things." The outlaws of tho Commune oted to
club together and sent out to this' evening
market to obtain at Incredibly low prices nour-
ishment of exactly the samo quality as that
which tho rich Inhabitants hud purchased at
Its full price in tho morning.

Jewish litre In the aileldle Agea.
The student of folklore will And that JetrUh

Life in the Mutdlt Aatn (Macmillan) contains' a
vast Amount of interesting information, hut ho
will hato to usu his on n abilities In shifting und
arranging tho mutter compiled by tho author.
Mr. Isiiaei. AnitAliAMs of London, sous to get a
clear historical view of tho Btihjcct. An ahso-lut-o

disregard for historical consecuiivcness
chur.icterl7es the wholo work. Describing a
custom that prevailed among tho Jews ln some
parts ot Germany In tho fifteenth century, tho
author at one sweep drlvrs his reader back to
the Guonlc period, between tho seventh and
oleventh centuries, citing tho authority of
rabbis whoso central seat was somowhero In
Persia; and then ngain ho sends him forward to
tho rnbhlnlcol teachings of Holland or Italy.
Among the historical authorities cited by Mr.
Abrahams is tho romancer Grrotz, whoso
work on Jewish history Is full of the
wildest hjpothescs and most confusing
speculations on tho et ents of the early ages, nnd
It is. moreover, extremely subjective nnd irra-
tionally personal In its description of events of a
later day. In his reasoning nppeors tho
tendency of tho school nf modern Jewish stu-
dents, who would obliterate the past of their re-
ligion nnd their history to securo happiness for
the members of their race In the present. But
the world takes an Interest in the Jewish people
simply because of their past, and by arguing their
historical vicissitudes und religious peculiari-
ties out uf existence, sou obi terate their iden-
tity and consign them tn disintegration. This
disposition of Mr, Abruhnnisanpenrsln these re-

marks In his preface: "I confess that when I
undertook to write of Jewish life In the middle
ages. I ilid so under the impression that Jewish
llfo was ev ery w here moro or less similar.nnd that
It would be lussible to present a generic Image
of It. Dcopcr resenrch has completely dispelled
this belief. Possibly the reader may note vv Ith
disappointment thai my book i cecals no central
principle; that it is a survey less of Jewish life
than of Jewish lives." Further on he says;
"The superficial appearance of a national
entity has, I fear, nrlglnnted the mot ement now
popular with somo modern Jews In favor of
creating n Jen !h state, politically Independent
nnd perhaps religiously nomogeneoua. 1 speak
regretfully, because one does not like to see

wnsted over a conception which has
no roots in the past, and no fruits to offer for the
future." In these remarks lies tbo centre of
gravity of modern latltudinarlnn Jewish schol-
ars; tho conception of a "cential principle"
which united tho Jews ln all tho bjgono ages
" has no roots in tho past," and It Is therefore a
wasto of energj or "enthusiasm" to work for a

of the people ln the future.
Despltu such nil enunciation of principle on

tho part of he author, his book bears a different
message. It tells of a "Jewish ldentlt,"
which the g ages could not ob-

literate, nnd which held its own In dire
distress as well as In prosperity. Throughout tha
middle ages there was a solidarity among
thu dispersed members of the race, which
nothing could destroy. Tho Jew of ono part of
the world had a feeling of kinship for his
brother Jew of another clime, ln spite of tbc-l-r

dissimilarity of dress, tastes, and monnersof liv-

ing. This solldnrlty was rooted In thu "central
principle " of their religious confession, which
.Mr. Abrahams tries to ignore, nnd In the sense
or responsibility of one for tho other, which
tho learned author cannot Ignore, because It
lies within the range, of tho life he depicts.
Throughout the nges there was never adlvcrg-enco-

bollef among the Jews In nil parts of
tho world, ln so far as tho prlnctptl tenets of
their faith were concerned, Tho Jews of Per-
sia, A f rice nnd of all parts of Europe believed
In God, Revelation, Immortality, and ln the
union und selection of their people In their
svnugogues the same order of prayer was pre
served in an me lanus or ineir nispersion. .nr.
Abrahams does not speak about these things,
for such ovldences of a "central principle"
do not belong to his pmgrammo, bui he
tells us many tilings which bear testimony
to the samo effect.

In the first chapter of the hook the author
shows us that "the sjnagogue vvns tho centre of
social llfo" as well as of religious worship
among the Jews. IIo refers the reader to Joso-phu- s

for proof that, even so far back ns the
limes of the Mucutbces, tho temple nt Jerusa-
lem vvns thu central plaro for nil fcoclal move-
ments. Tho s) oligoglia replaced the temple
throughout tbo dispersion. But, burring a
pra)nr that was recited In behalf nf the ruler of
the time, politics wus excluded from its pre-

cincts, '1 hero were, howot or, rare Instances In
which tho Jews ns a bodj dlsplajod political
partl-atishl- In thu middle of tlie'faurtrenth
century tho Jews courageously fought for
Don Pedro ot Cn.-tll- o against his half
brother, Henry do Trastamara. A Jewish
trounudnur of that age, bantob do Car-
rion, cnmplhd moral and political maxims
for tho King. In 1188 tho Jews of Canter-
bury nra) rd for tho monks as against tho Arch-
bishops In a local dispute. At a much later
dnte the Jews of Home erected a trophy In front
of one of tl.olr synagogues in honor of tho y

establishment of a republican Govern-

ment "I'nttl the beginning of tho sixteenth
century they were never for long cut off from
the common life around them. Nay, their In-

terests were wider than thosoof their environ-men- t,

for they had tho exceptional Interests of
a rotii'iioii religion destitute uf a political cen-

tre" llius speaks tho author who inserted In
tlm Introduction of Ida work that ho could not

any central principle which united the
jews nf the middle ages,

'I In life w I bin the synngoguo reflected the so--

il I fenf IhoJevts In all Us essential features.
Miinl u wmld In which might win right, the

Jens li iirned from tholr common oppression to
nthir's rights.' Any Jew who d

iliat ho had a grlerance uciilnst his fel-

low had the privilege of Interrupting thesvnn-e- ,

gne service until he had gained a public
So fully wR, this understooel by

the dot ernmente of Europe that It was occasion-
ally utilized for their own purposes. In the
thirusnth century the English Government

...i.i-At- i feft?sSctTi v .

compelled the Jews to announce ln thetriynsV
gogncsrjnlttanoesrif debts d ne from Christiana,
By the f.Mstlllnn rode of l'JIU the Jewsiof Spall
were, In i'irtalu 'Mies In which stolen npparel
nnd furniture had been pledged with them bj
Christian, to wear An ntlh ln the synagogut
thht the transaction had been honost In lnlen
tlon on tholr part. Similar ordinances were on. '

forced by the Governments nf Rome, France; Q
and Germany. Tho voluntary announcements
of this kind, too, w ere at least ns numerous at
the enforced. It vvns nn ancient custom, datlnl ,

back to oarlyTalmudleal times, for the shamask
'

or verger to nnnounro every Saturday In the
synagogue tho results of lawsuits and to Inform
tho congregation that certain properties were
ln tho market, A rnbbl of the fourteenth cen-
tury In Vienna caused n Jow to bo branded as a
liar and deceiver Inn publlo announcement in
the synagogue because ho would not stand by
bargain whloh lib had agreed to verbally. In
Frankfort tho hcndloof the nnagngue took htl
stand before the ark during the servlcos on tin
Snbbtth nnd proclaimed that certain nrtU
cles had been stolen or lost, and solomnlj
ordered that any worshipper who knew any."
thing of the missing property should Imuiodl-ntel- y

glvo Information to tho authorities. In "

Italy It was necessary fnr a Jow who Intended
toleatohls town to publicly announce his in-

tention In the synngogue, nnd to Invite all
who had claims against him to proffer them.
It Is a custom still provalent In many Jewish
congregations for a man who wishes to sell
piece af land to announce tn the synagogue
that every ono who has a claim on the property
should lay It before the rabbinical tribunal
Such a proclamation Is to bo made throe times,
and a record of It Inserted In the deed of salo. '

Tho distant Jewish communities In all part
of tbo vvorld were always In Intercnmmunlca
tlon with ench other. In the Talmualo and
Gannlo periods, from the first to tho eleventh
century, the seats of rabbinical authority were
In Persia, In tho towns of Sura and Pumbedlts
and the "eyes of nil Isrnel " were turned thither
for religious Instruction. After tho disorgani-
zation of thoso schools, all the Jewish common!.'
tics sought their religious Instruction jit the
hands of the great rabbis that arose In various
parts of the world at varlons times. The cen
trulseutof Judaism was where a great rabbi
presided over a school of competent scholars,
and Its location changed from Babj Ion to Cori
dova, thnnco to Cairo, then again to tha
Rhino country; still Inter to Holland: in tha
latest periods to Poland and Russia. And as tha
spiritual interests of the Jews from all
parts of the world gravitated toward tho
seat of rabbinical learning wherover It was,
the most distant communities enme into con-
tact with each other, and a constant Intercourse
between them was tho result. The Jews of
tho most Isolated places became familiar with
tho manners of their brethren, as with their
trado, and their social condition In foreign
countries. The vehicles of Intercommunication
were In the first place the messengers of tho
rabbinical school in autborlt). who carried the
decisions and enactments of the school to tho
various communities, where they were made
known through the local rabbis ln the syna-
gogues. Then there were the messengers of tha
communities that uppllcel to the school for de-

cisions In casos of difficulty which their
local teachers could not decide, or In case
of dispute between various communities.
There wore also irmny Itinerant prenchersj
students who mado lone Journeys to learn the
wisdom and methods of distant rabbis nf re-

nown: merchants and artisans who plodded
many a wenry mile ln search nf employment or
of new markets for their wares; strolling can- - I
tors who were ambitious to introduce their new
hymns and tunes In as wide n circle as possible! 1

pious pilgrims travelling to the Holy Lund, and
In soma rare Instances professional travellers
who ventured Into the remotest parts of the
world to discover the traces of tholr dispersed

The nrmles of Jewish Itiner-
ants who kept up Intercourse between the
various communities of their brethren
always grew larger as Jewish persecu-
tions and expatriation crew moro freqnent
from the time of tbe Crusades down to the end
of the eighteenth century. In this way a very
complete system of communication was kept'vrp ftbetween remote countries, and nowa spread' I I
very fast. When the ghettos were established,
tbe German Jews had their own regular letter j
carriers. So complete were their means of com- - c
munlcntlon that Jews wero often employed to) i

carry the messages of the Government. Tho' r

privacy of letters In the hands of Jewish ear- - fi

rlers was absolutely safe, for nowhere up to tho &

eleventh century was a case recorded In whloh
such a trust was violated, though there was no V9

rabblnfcnl enactment registered to tbe effeoY f

that it must be Kept sacred. It seems that tho
Tnltnudlo teachings, bearing In general on tm--
pl'clt good faith In private affairs between tho fl
faithful. er sufficient for that purpose 9
But In the eleventh century Rabbi Gersbom of
Mavenre. afterward of Metz, Issued unorder
that every one who read another man's letter
without permission should be In contumely
i'lltrem, and the mere mention of this order by
a formula of five Hebrew letters (JJ'h'd'rV) put
on the envelope secured tho desired prlvaoy bet- - A
ter than twenty seals. Among the pious Jcvrm '

In Russia nnd the Orient the formula still has
the same effect.

The Instance Just cited furnishes a fair ex-

ample of the activity of tho rabbis during tho
Middle Aces. Their function was not merely to
teach the law and tn docldo on religious ques-
tions, but bv tho authority which tbe law
Invested In them they also had tn enforce regu-
lations for the conduct or the faithful In every
possible direction of social and communal llfo.
The samo Rabbi Gersbom was known as the
"Luminary of Exile" nod nlsn ns tho
of Ordinances." thoetisobjlloncenf whloh put ft
man In contumely or under nnithoina. It waa
he who prohibited polygamy in the Jows of
Europe. He Issued a great mnny ordinances!
most of which woroacceptod and ure ln force , l
oven to this day. Among others these may be I JM
mentioned: No writ of divorce ran be Issued by jH
a rnbbl unless the womnn declares her consent
to the separation. Nn man may leavo
his house for a torm nf eighteen mnntht
unless his wlfo agrees to his absence,
A Jew who renounces his faith under
compulsion nnd returns to tho synngogne after--?
ward, mnst never be nubralded by his fellow'
bellovcrs for his temporary apostasy. Ordi-
nances of this kind, for which there was no'
direct precedent ln tho written nnd oral laws,
wero called Taktimtth. Somo of them were only
local, others wero promulgated and made bind-
ing upon nil Israel. But In no place was a
lu'.iiimi binding unless the local rabbi sub- - I

scribed tn It. As other Instances of nrdlnnnco
of this kind the following mny bo Interesting! )

In Egypt tho Mohammedans stole Jewish totnb--I
stones, obliterated the inscriptions, nnd sold
tliem ngnln to Jews. The rabbis of that coun-
try checked this abuse by issuing a Takanah
that no stone should bo put as a monu-
ment upon a grave unless It was new from
the quarry. In many towns In Oerratny, Italy,
and elsewhere h fishmongers took to
charging exorbitant prices to Jews because they
know that thu latter thought mucli of fish as "

dainty dl-- li for thu tho local rabble '

stopped this extortion and punished the greedy
t endnrs by Issuing nn order that no Jow should
eat llsh on the Sabbath for a torm of three
months. In consequence of corruption In tho
civil courts a rabbinical ordinance prohibited
the Jew s from suing their fellow believers beforo
such a court. One Midi ordinance prohibited
gambling, another prohibited selling wlno to
.Mohammedans, still another defined the
amount uf Jnwolry and ornaments, and
even tho colors of tho diesj a Jewish'
womnn might wear. A local ordinance In Sicily
prohibited the adulteration of wine, and tho
practice nf house-to-hous- e begging. A largo
number nf ordinances regulnted thu prices of
house rent In various localities; prnhlbilid Jew
tn rent grounds tenanted by other .lens without
thu nermlsslon of the hitter: find tho cniunils--
nlon m which an agent vvns entitled Inrncgotlat
luglliu sale of a house. In brie', thu rabbinical
7,it tiKii regulated ovary pi. usu nf social and
communal life, and extended its swny even into
thu private life of tho .low, ace mting to the de- -'

inardsof the tlma mid thu clrcumsliinces. It
tended In every rase to promote a sense
of equity, to guard the "communion of
Israel" against tho abuse of the outside world,
and above all. to maintain tbe wondsrfai

i
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